Permanent Painting

CHAPTER I
THE HISTORY OF PAINTING

THE decorative art of using colors is probably as
old as man. We have the instinctive effort of
the barbarian, who bedecked his body with col-
ored earths, and we have the frescoes and wall decora-
tions and the painting of the columns in the temples
of Luxor and Karnak, as evidence of the use of pig-
ments for decorative purposes. There seems to be
little doubt that from the earliest day of decorative
painting down to the fourteenth century, the media
used consisted of some albuminous or gelatinous com-
pound mixed with water. The white of egg or the
entire egg mixed with lime was evidently the prin-
cipal medium used to fasten colors, although many
other substances were used, such as the liquid ob-
tained by boiling parchment and the skins of animals
in water, which is practically the same thing as using
glue.

In the method of painting with the white of egg
which has always been known as tempera, the paint
was generally applied to a ground of gesso, which is
the Italian word for gypsurn, or plaster of Paris, and
the pigments which were used, and the methods of
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